
Dear Members of our Catholic Parishes: 

   Nathaniel Hawthorne was an American writer. When he died in 1864 he had on his desk 

the outline of a play he never got a chance to finish. The play centered around a person who 

never appeared on stage. Everyone talked about him. Everyone dreamed about him. 

Everyone waited for his arrival. But he never came. All kinds of minor characters described 

him. They told everybody what he would do. But the main character never appeared. The Old 

Testament of the Bible is something like Nathaniel Hawthorne’s play. It too ended without 

the main character putting in an appearance. Everyone talked about the Messiah, everyone 

awaited his arrival. But he never came. In today’s First Reading we hear Isaiah describe 

what the Messiah would do. We are called to believe that He will come and fulfill his promise 

of bringing salvation to us and to all mankind. Today’s Gospel tells us that when the real 

Messiah came even the last prophet and the Messiah’s herald (John the Baptist) could hardly 

believe that h was the expected Messiah. 

   The common theme running through today’s readings is one of joy and encouragement, 

and the need for patience in those awaiting the first coming of Jesus. Today is Gaudete 

Sunday because today’s Mass begins with the opening antiphon: “Gaudete in domino 

simper,”, that is “Rejoice in the Lord always.” Today we light the rose candle and the priest 

may wear rose vestments to express our joy in the coming of Jesus as our Savior.  

God bless, 

Father Dan 

 

 

FOR ST. JOSEPH’S BULLETIN ONLY: 

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

  This year, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe falls on Monday, December 12. Here in St. 

Joseph’s, the Feast will begin on the evening of Sunday, December 11 (today) with a special 

Mass in Spanish at 5:00 PM, followed by a meal and folkloric dancing in Mater Dei Hall. On 

Monday, December 12, we will celebrate early morning Mass at 6:00 AM, followed by a 

breakfast in Mater Dei Hall. The doors of St. Joseph’s will be opened at 4:00 AM on Monday 

morning, so that the singing of the Mananitas can begin ahead of the Mass. On Monday 

evening, at 6:00 PM, in the church, a Rosary in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe will be 

recited. All are welcome to attend some or all of these celebrations. 

NEWLY-ELECTED MEMBERS OF ST. JOSEPH’S PASTORAL COUNCIL 

   I thank those of you who participated in last weekend’s election of three new members for 

St. Joseph’s Pastoral Council. The three successful candidates (in the order of most votes 

received) are ALLISON KLEKAS, MARIA HARRIS, AND JARED SHARP. I congratulate our new 

members and look forward to working with you and listening to your wisdom. We will see 

you at our December meeting this week. The outgoing members are Suzy Barnes, Jun 



Iguban, and Nancy Lao. I thank these three for their very strong commitment and zeal 

during their terms of office. Jun Iguban will remain as an ex-officio member, so that we can 

complete the St. Joseph’s 20/20 project, in combination with the Reno Synod 

recommendations and outcomes, which will be headed by Joel Donalson, who will also be an 

ex-officio member until the process is complete. 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH AND SPRING CREEK ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 

   On Tuesday, December 13, we will celebrate our annual Advent Penance Service in St. 

Joseph’s Church, beginning at 6:30 PM. Five priests will be present to hear your individual 

confessions. Please see this as a spiritual preparation for the celebration of Christ’s birth. 

   In Spring Creek, Confessions will he heard in the sacristy next Sunday, December 18, from 

3:00 – 3:45 PM. 


